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Though the fig tree does not blossom, and no fruit is on the vines; 

   though the produce of the olive fails, and the fields yield no food; 

though the flock is cut off from the fold, and there is no herd in the stalls, 

   yet I will rejoice in the Lord; I will exult in the God of my salvation.  

God, the Lord, is my strength; 

   he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, and makes me tread upon the heights. 

Habakkuk 3:17-19 

   Habakkuk, the little-known prophet of Judah, wrote these words at a time when circumstances were 

bleak and waiting on God’s intervention became incredibly difficult. When times are tough, we must live 

by faith. We must trust that God is always working for our good, even in and through disastrous events. 

God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. Scripture tells us this and 

Jesus showed us through his life, death, and resurrection. 

   How do we live by faith in a time like this? First, let me humbly admit that I, like you, are having to 

take this situation one day at a time. I’m learning a lot as I find myself constantly wandering into new 

and unfamiliar territory. I’m so grateful to have the resources of our faith and the support of a church 

family during this time. So here’s what living by faith means to me: 

Pray – God is listening to whatever you have to say, whenever and however you say it. No need for    

poetry or prose, just talk to the Lord. If you just can’t find the words, read a Psalm or just sit quietly and 

listen for what God may want to say to you.  

Take care of yourself – Your life and wellbeing is God-given. It should go without saying, but stay home 

as much as possible. Make a daily schedule and follow it. Include time for exercise and rest. It’s smart 

to check the news a couple times per day, but don’t stay on it constantly. 

Connect with others – the people in our lives are one of God’s greatest gifts. If you are stuck home with 

family, you have just been given a rare opportunity to spend quality time with them, make it count! If 

you live alone, reach out by phone. Call your family, your church family, or your pastor – especially if 

you have a need. We want to help! Finally, if you have internet access on a smart phone or computer, 

I encourage you to join Facebook. Then join our church group, “Mt. Olive Lutheran – Hickory”. I 

never thought I would write those words, but a healthy use of Facebook right now can really help you 

stay connected. You can even participate in Facebook live worship events (9:30 a.m. Sundays and 7 p.m. 

Wednesdays through Lent) and see all the videos our staff are posting throughout the week. Of course, 

we’ll still post worship videos afterward on our website, www.mtolutheran.org. 

Serve - We are going to take care of each other for as long as it takes. Again, if you have a need, please 

let us know via phone or email. We’ll do everything we can to help you. We’re also going to continue 

serving our community the best we can. We will post community needs on Facebook and email so you 

will be aware of how you can continue making a difference. Make no mistake, the eyes of the world are 

watching how followers of Jesus respond throughout this crisis. When all of this is over, it must be said 

that we rose to the occasion for the sake of Jesus Christ and the world he loves. 

In Christ’s love and hope, 

mailto:mtolivelutheran@embarqumail.com
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Where did Jesus say he would be 

with the repentant thief crucified 

with Him that same day? 

How to Worship with Mt. Olive During Quarantine 
You can join us live in real time at 9:30 a.m. Sundays and 7 p.m. Wednesdays on Facebook live through the 

Facebook group "Mt. Olive Lutheran - Hickory."  

On demand worship can be found on our YouTube channel "Mt. Olive Lutheran Church Hickory NC." The 

services will be posted as soon as possible afterward. 

For those without internet access, we will be mailing worship materials. 

 

 

American Red Cross Blood Drive WITH EXTRA PRECAUTIONS 

at Mt. Olive on April 6 - VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 2 shifts (2:30-5pm & 5-7:30pm) 

The need for blood has never been greater, so following the strict guidelines for social distancing, we will hold 

our blood drive with the following extra safety measures: 

Pre-Donation Donor Temperature Screening 

• All donors have their temperature taken before being permitted into the blood drive 

• If a donor has a temperature greater than 99.5°F they will be asked to donate another time instead 

Enhanced Disinfecting 

• Hand sanitizer will be available at check-in, health history and refreshment areas 

• Blood donors will be asked to use hand sanitizer before and during the donation process 

• Donor beds will be sanitized between each and every donor 

Social Distancing 

• We’re taking extra measures to allow medically-recommended space between donors wherever possible 

Staff Wellness and Protection 

• All staff are asked to check their temperature before presenting to work, and are asked not to report for work 

if they are feeling sick or test above 99.5°F 

• Staff will wear gloves throughout entire blood drive, changing gloves between every donor 

 

 

Holy Week with Bethany, Holy Trinity, and St. Andrews 

We’ll be partnering with our fellow ELCA congregations in central Hickory to create online worship           

opportunities throughout Holy Week. More details will be made available soon. The creeds we profess in  

worship proclaim that we are one Christian church, though made up of many congregations. I look forward to 

partnering with my neighboring colleagues to provide these creative worship opportunities. 

Giving Your Offering During Quarantine 

A word of thanks must be said for all of you who have continued to give during this time of physical           

separation. You are so faithful! Thank you for supporting our ministry together. 

The following are ways you can continue to give: 

1)   Mail it in. We check the mail delivery right about the time it is delivered every day, even Fridays and 

weekends. We’ve never had a problem with mail going missing.  

2    Bring it in. Karen Abernathy is keeping her Monday-Thursday office hours, and we have ordered a 

locked mailbox which will soon be installed right outside her office. 

3)   Contact your bank and set up automatic bill pay. Although your offering is not a bill, many people 

have their banks take care of delivering their offering to the church for them with a set amount at     

regular intervals. 

4)   Sign up for Simply Giving. This is the way my family gives. There are around 20 families at Mt. Olive 

who use this program. This program automatically deducts our chosen giving amount each month from 

our checking account. You also have the option of using your credit card. 

5) Give online with your credit card from the front page of our website! PayPal is now available on    

mtolutheran.org. Just go to the website and you’ll see the gold donate button. Click on the button and 

follow the instructions.  

However you give, know how crucial it is to everything we do. 

Electronic Sign 

Want something on the sign? Awesome! Call 

the church office and let us know!  



 

Dear Ministers of Mt. Olive, 

How strange is it, in this time, that we are not gathered together?  Where the only thing that matters is our people, 

our health, caring for one another, and really being a part of the church. We are called through our baptism to be in 

the midst of this.  I am letting you know that ministry has not stopped, it is stronger together.   

As many of you can see, children’s ministry has not stopped, just pivoted.  We are offering Sunday School  every 

Sunday via Zoom.  This will happen at 11 am following service at 9:30.   We are trying to engage others through 

Trivia games, Bible studies and hopefully through personal phone calls to our families.  Our Bible Studies are at 

8:00 pm on Tuesday and Thursday for adults. I know times are hard, but we are always here for you and we will 

make it through it together! 

I find it encouraging that we are starting to plan and move forward.  We are looking into adding a small Sunday 

school class in the fall for 3-6-year-old class, along with something we can use for Children’s Church.  The      

curriculum that we are using is “Godly Play” which takes a lot of time to make everything for the classes and set 

up all that is needed.  I am taking this time away to make sure I have everything set up as far as lessons and   

working on new curriculum for our 7-12-year olds to do in the fall. 

We have not stopped planning for VBS, and we are looking to possibly moving it to late July or early August.  

The Christian Education committee plans to be in contact during this time to see how we can steer ahead.  

Know that my heart goes out to you all and you are missed.  I am praying for all of you for good health and rest.  

Please take care of yourselves.  

In Christ, 

Deacon Liz Brendle-Fox 
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Working from Home: A New Normal 

Submitted by Deacon Lynne Bolick Reed 

And just like that, our world changed. We are all probably still somewhat in shock as we figure out what it means 

to be the church in the midst of a “pandemic.” I am working from home and accomplishing the following: 

• Our staff communication occurs through online tools instead of face to face. Learning to use these online 

tools included a strong learning curve for me, but especially for Liz who has become our tech communication 

guru! 

• Communication with our music volunteers includes a weekly phone call to each member of the Chancel 

Choir and our music kids/families, and texts with Faith Out Loud. Conversation revolves around how they are 

doing, how they have had to adjust, whether they are in need of anything, and a brief prayer. 

• Communicate with the church through One Call Now when requested. 

• Making sure that we have the proper online streaming licenses to legally stream our worship service. 

• Helped to present online worship while we were still recording at the church. 

• Make changes to Mt. Olive’s webpage and Facebook page as needed. Placed the PayPal button on our 

webpage for online donations. 

• Created “take home” hand bell kits for the new adult ringers’ group; including their hand bells and music and 

marked/color coded music as needed. Each person picked up their kit so that they can practice at home. Will 

prepare another piece to work on and send them a recording so that they can hear how it will sound when we 

are all together. 

• Created and recorded a weekly YouTube music session for our Kid’s Korner preschool music families. They 

loved and appreciated this very much! 

• Created and recorded a weekly YouTube video called “Hymns from Mt. Olive” that is posted on our web 

page and YouTube. 

• Creating learning videos for our kids in music that will facilitate their continued learning of the songs that we 

were working on. Making a video for kids who play the xylophone and dropping an instrument off at their 

homes so that they can learn it. 

• Preparing the ukuleles to deliver to the kids who want to practice at home. Will create learning videos for 

them with the songs we were learning. 

• Will be recording videos of Jenna on the organ for our church to enjoy. 

• Researching creative ways to hold Holy Week & Easter worship when we cannot meet in person. 

• Communicating with other Lutheran church musicians through online groups to survey how they are handling 

their work in a virtual world. Looking for ideas that might help us. 

• Preparing interview questions for our organist search. 

• Disinfected all Kid’s Korner music toys and packed them back up. 

• Creating time for prayer and Bible study so that I remain a good ministry partner for Mt. Olive. Participated 

in a number of online continuing education webinars about online worship, communication tools, and work-

ing with children. 



 

P A G E  4  
A P R I L  2 0 2 0  T H E  O L I V E  B R A N C H  

 

April Birthdays 

Apr 1  David Collins, 

   Lila Seabock 

Apr 2 Rick Carmack, 

  Shannon Horton, 

  Ansleigh Taylor 

Apr 4 Amanda Truett 

Apr 8  Jon Anthony, 

  Whitney Horton 

Apr 9   Libby Garner 

Apr 11 Andrea Skidmore 

Apr 12  Sue Coble 

Apr 14  Catherine Hitchcock 

Apr 15  Ashley Propst, 

  Nolan Ray, 

  Jimmy Seabock, 

  Sue Seabock 

Apr 16  Amy Hollar, 

  Tyler Hollar 

Apr 18  Brenda Bolick 

Apr 20 Chasity Richter 

Apr 22 Connie Burleson, 

 Thomas Salley 

Apr 24 Deborah Hoover, 

 Jessica Smith-Macedo 

Apr 25 Brenna Garner 

Apr 26 David Glenn 

Apr 27 Naomi East, 

 Ryan Ray 

April Happenings at Mt. Olive 

Congratulations 

Congrats to Eric & 

Shirley Griggs on 

the birth of their 

10th grandchild, 

born on March 3rd, 

Cairstin Renee     

Peters.  

Please pray for Debbie 

Carmack and Ann 

Everhart as they lost 

Sarah Zimmerman. 

Please pray for   

Thomas Salley and 

family for the loss of 

his mother, Mildred.  

Trivia Answer: 

Paradise (Luke 23:42-43) 

Dear Reverend Ray, 

On behalf of GHCCM, I want to thank you 

and the members of Mt. Olive for the gener-

ous gift in support of our Crisis Intervention 

Services. Thank you again for your contin-

ued support of our community. 

Dear Mt. Olive Lutheran, 

Thank you for the wonderful baby gifts. Our    

families at the PCC are so blessed by your       

kindness. Thank you and God bless. 

PCC Staff, Renee Bentley 

Congratulations 

Congratulations to Naomi East on her      

Community Service Award from Friends of 

Hickory Public Library and the Women’s  

Resource Center.  

Graduates 

Please call or email 

the church office if 

you have or know 

of an upcoming 

graduate for 2020. 

Thank you! 

Dear Friends of Family Care Center, 

We are most grateful for your very generous  

donations of 4 kids’ Easter baskets, 1 adult   

Easter basket and 2 bunnies for our 2020 Second 

Chance Silent Auction & Brunch. This donation 

will help support the services and programs that 

we provide to the homeless families with de-

pendent children that we serve every day.  

Thank you for your role in that success. 

Jane Earnest 

Director 

Dear Pastor Ryan and Congregation, 

Thank you for partnering with us in ministering to 

the needy in our community. Generous gifts like 

yours make it possible for us to help meet the      

increasing needs of those who are hungry in our ar-

ea. Thank you for outing your compassion into ac-

tion. 

Austin Pearce 

Executive Director 
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Mt. Olive Congregation Council Meeting, 3/8/2020, 12:30pm 

Next council meeting is Sunday, April 5, @12:30pm. Mickey Barnett is in charge of            devotions. 

Attending: Ryan Ray, Chris Frye, Samantha Seabock, Geoff Yount, Pam Sigmon, Sue Seabock, Chasity 

Richter, Mickey Barnett, Becky Anthony, Carly Seif  

Absent: Gerald Burke 

Team liaisons from council: 

Worship & Music team: Geoff Yount, Pam Sigmon 

Outreach team: Chasity Richter 

Faith Formation: Carly Seif, Samantha Seabock, Sue Seabock 

Communication: Chris Frye 

Hospitality: Becky Anthony, Herm Price, Mickey Barnett 

Finance: Gerald Burke 

Old business:  

-Released form to Progressive Insurance regarding the repair work which has been completed on the brick 

columns at the Christian Ed building entrance. This damage was done when a car        collided with the two 

columns after running off Hwy 127N in an early-morning drive home. Construction cost was $6200, and 

Progressive Insurance is covering the entire cost. 

-Michael, a local homeless person, is now in jail again. Mickey and several congregation        members will 

be invited to meet with Casey McCall, Community Navigator for the Hickory Police Dept.  He maybe able 

to give us some assistance in how to handle this situation. This meeting will occur the week of March 16. 

New business: Security measures are now in effect with council approval. Security measures to be imple-

mented today, i.e., locking doors after services begin, ushers and/or others monitoring the security cameras 

on monitors in the sound booth during services. 

Access codes change: this was discussed but this task will wait for later time. The current codes will be 

fine at the present time. 

Security: This article was shared in last month’s Mt. Olive Newsletter, but it cannot be shared too often 

until members are aware of our security policy. 

New TV screen for Heritage Hall: 75” TV to be installed this week in Heritage Hall. The current screen 

will be put to use possibly on a cart that can be moved to other areas (i.e., the chapel,      second floor pray-

er room, etc.) for use. 

Finance report: Gerald Burke is absent today due to shoulder injury. 

Hymnals in sanctuary: Motion to buy more hymnals for use in the sanctuary made by Pam     Sigmon; 

Herm Price seconded; motion passed. For church to purchase 20 extra hymnals to fill in at sanctuary plus 

extras for use in other areas in the church. 

Mt. Olive Core Values: 

Generosity 

There is enough; there is more than enough. We will trust God’s provision for tomorrow. With gratitude 

for what God first gives us, we live and give generously today. 

Service 

Just as we do to the least, we do also to Jesus. Inspired by God’s word, we will serve Christ by helping and 

supporting our congregation and community where our gifts and resources intersect their needs. 

Tradition 

Faithfulness to God’s mission has led us to many wonderful traditions. Guided by the Holy Spirit, mission 

will continue to drive new traditions for the sake of the gospel. 

Discussion was had on core values and changes that possibly need to be made in order for Mt.   Olive to 

grow our mission. Are we willing to make changes to better the Christian mission? 

Per Pastor Ryan, we need to be more focused in our giving to make more of an impact. We need to develop 

a plan of giving to the projects that can make more of a difference instead of perhaps    giving to so many 

‘small’ projects. 

We need a change. Where do we go? Is enhancing our services in some way the answer? 

Dr. Luhrs’ organist prospect for Mt. Olive: young man is from Virginia. Possibly another ‘Jenna’ situa-

tion. Lynne Reed and Pastor Ryan will be meeting with this person when he arrives in Hickory to attend 

LRU. 



 

Statements for the good of the church:  

Carly Seif statements: Youth needs a bus for transportation!!! She also suggested another 5K or bike ride. 

The Youth enjoyed the 5K we held for several years; and she also suggests we have discussion with our 

youth and their visions for Mt. Olive. That will be a forthcoming meeting for the Youth with the coun-

cil.    “Have a kid state of mind.” Carly Seif 

Council homework: Thinking back on what we’ve discussed, we need a more focused view of plan. We 

need to think of ways to implement the ideas we’ve discussed at this meeting. When you want to share an 

idea or thought, please share with all council members, so as for all of us to be on the same page. We will 

discuss these ideas at our April meeting, which is April 5, 12 noon, in Heritage Hall. 

Respectfully submitted by:    Pam Sigmon 

 
MONDAY MORNING COUNTERS: APRIL 

Becky Anthony, Pam Propst, Tim Lineberger-Supervisor  

 

Worship Service / Sunday, March 22 

ELW Setting One 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, a sign of baptism, as the minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the + Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 

you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us 

all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I      

therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace from above, 

and for our salvation, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace of the whole world, 

for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For this holy house, 

and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen, amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

 

ISAIAH 43:1-2 

But now thus says the Lord, 

    he who created you, O Jacob, 

    he who formed you, O Israel: 

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 

    I have called you by name, you are mine. 
2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 

    and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 

when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 

    and the flame shall not consume you. 

 

PSALM 56:2b-4a 
O Most High, 3 when I am afraid, 

    I put my trust in you. 
4 In God, whose word I praise, 

    in God I trust; I am not afraid; 

 

ROMANS 8:28 
28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his 

purpose.  

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

SERMON 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 



 

HYMN ELW 629 ABIDE WITH ME 

Abide with me, fast falls the eventide. 

The darkness deepens; Lord with me abide. 

When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 

Help of the helpless, oh, abide with me. 

 

Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes, 

Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies; 

Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 

In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Each portion of the prayers ends with these or similar words: 

Hear our cry, O God. 

Listen to our prayer. 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING  Giving Your Offering During Quarantine 

A word of thanks to all of you who have continued to give during this time of physical separation. You are 

so faithful! Thank you for supporting our ministry together. 

The following are ways you can continue to give: 

• Mail it in. We check the mail delivery right about the time it is delivered every day, even Fridays and 

weekends. We’ve never had a problem with mail going missing.  

• Bring it in. Karen Abernathy is keeping her Monday-Thursday office hours, and we have ordered a 

locked mailbox which will soon be installed right outside her office. 

• Contact your bank and set up automatic bill pay. Although your offering is not a bill, many people 

have their banks take care of delivering their offering to the church for them with a set amount at    

regular intervals. 

• Sign up for Simply Giving. This is the way my family gives. There are around 20 families at Mt. Olive 

who use this program. It automatically deducts our chosen giving amount each month from our    

checking account. You also have the option of using your credit card. 

• Give online with your credit card from the front page of our website! PayPal is now available on    

mtolutheran.org. Just go to the website and you’ll see the gold donate button. Click on the button and 

follow the instructions.  

However you give, know how crucial it is to everything we do. 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our 

selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, 

through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Please pray for Gail Welch. Pray for Paul & Karen Birkedal. Henry Jarvis. Karen Pruett’s recovery. 

Council meets at 12:30 today online, but no in person gatherings at the church until you hear differently. 

 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

Sunday’s Message 3/22/20 

For Sunday’s message, I used an acrostic on the word fear by The Reverend Adam Hamilton as my outline because 

I want us to have tools for dealing with our fear during this frightful time: 

Face our fear with faith and hope. 

Examine our fear in light of facts. 

Attack our fear with action. 

Release our fear to God. 

1) Face our fear with faith and hope.  

I used to treat faith as though it were simply a matter of believing certain things. For example, to be a Christian, 

you had to believe all the statements of the creeds. Now to be clear, I do (or at least try to and want to) believe all 

the statements of the creeds. However, I’ve learned that faith is much more than our religious opinions. Faith is 

trust. Having faith means we trust that God is good and loves us more than anyone else in the universe. Because of 

God’s love, he is always with us and wants the very best for us. If something bad happens to you or me, no one is 

more upset than God. Therefore, when I am afraid, I must put my trust in God. Whether we live or die, we are 

meeting our goal - to be with God. That goal was already accomplished in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ. Because of Jesus, nothing can separate us from God and his love. 

2) Examine our fear in light of facts. 

Unfortunately, there is a lot of false information out there and it’s difficult to tell what’s true from what’s not. How-

ever, there are a couple things we can do to make sure we’re getting good information. You know those “news” 

channels that play news all day long, 24 hours per day? Those channels have one major goal - to keep you watch-

ing. That means whatever will catch folks’ interest, true or false, gets broadcast. My point is - please turn off the 24 

hr news channels. Watch your local news once or twice per day, as that will provide plenty of information. Also, 

when you want more information about the coronavirus (covid-19),  check with the actual authorities: 

N.C. Division of Public Health https://publichealth.nc.gov/ 

Centers for Disease Control https://www.cdc.gov/ 

World Health Organization https://www.who.int/ 
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3) Attack our fear with action. 

Pray. Read the Bible. Keep to a schedule. Exercise and rest. Take up a hobby. There is not much we can do 

together as a congregation, but we can do one thing - stay connected. Please, please, please reach out and 

check on one another often. Reach out to me if you need anything. You aren’t in this alone. You have God 

and you have your church family.  

I mentioned in my message I have begun a sourdough starter. If you are unfamiliar with the process, you 

combine flour and water, and a natural yeast (bacteria) develops from the mixture. What’s interesting is that 

in the first few days the smell is not very good because bad bacteria is present. However, if you care for the 

starter properly, eventually (in 7-10 days) good yeast destroys the bad and it begins to smell bready and     

delicious. If I can trust good bacteria to destroy the bad in my starter, I can certainly trust God to take care of 

this global pandemic. 

4) Release our fear to God. 

I know this is easier said than done, so here’s my suggestion. When you are afraid, when you feel those    

feelings of dread coming to creep over your mind, whether you mean it or not, just say out loud “I’m turning 

my fear over to you, God.” Say it like you mean it, even if you don’t. I believe if we keep doing this,       

eventually we’ll mean it. I also believe these words are a prayer and God answers prayer. So just fake it until 

you make it.  

 

God’s peace and hope be with you in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Pastor Ryan 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

 

Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in 

need. 

 

O God our Healer, show your compassion for the whole human family that 

is in turmoil and burdened with illness and with fear. Hear our cry, O God, 

Listen to our prayer. 

 

Come to our aid as the coronavirus spreads globally, heal those who are 

sick, support and protect their families and friends from being infected. 

Hear our cry, O God, 

Listen to our prayer. 

 

Grant us your spirit of love and self-discipline so that we may come 

together, working to control and eliminate the coronavirus.  

Hear our cry, O God, 

Listen to our prayer. 

 

Make us vigilant, attentive, and proactive in the eradication of all 

diseases, malaria, dengue, HIV & AIDS, and others that create suffering and often result in death for many 

people. Hear our cry, O God, 

Listen to our prayer. 
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Heal our self-centeredness and indifference that makes us worry only 

when the virus threatens us, open ways beyond timidity and fear that too 

easily ignore our neighbor. Hear our cry, O God, 

Listen to our prayer. 

 

Strengthen and encourage those in public health services and in the 

medical profession: care-givers, nurses, attendants, doctors, all who 

commit themselves to caring for the sick and their families. Hear our cry, 

O God, 

Listen to our prayer. 

 

Inspire, give insight and hope to all researchers focused on developing a 

vaccine. Hear our cry, O God, 

Listen to our prayer. 

 

Sustain all workers and business owners who suffer loss of livelihood due 

to shut-downs, quarantines, closed borders, and other restrictions… 

protect and guard all those who must travel. Hear our cry, O God, 

Listen to our prayer. 

 

Guide the leaders of the nations that they speak the truth, halt the spread 

of misinformation and act with justice so that all your family may know 

healing. Hear our cry, O God, 

Listen to our prayer. 

 

Heal our world, heal our bodies, strengthen our hearts and our minds, and 

in the midst of turmoil, give us hope and peace. We lift up our prayers to you now either silent or 

aloud… 

 

Hear our cry, O God, 

Listen to our prayer. 

 

Hold in your gentle embrace all loved ones of those who have died and who will die this day. Comfort 

them in their despair. Hear our cry, O God, 

Listen to our prayer. 

 

According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we commend them to you; 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen! 
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Our Family and Friends 

Susan Anderson, friend of Marion Waldon 

Wayne Austin, friend of Penny & Tim Lineberger 

Shirley Baker, friend of Kathy Starr 

Becky Barkley, friend of Ronnie & Roxy Poovey 

Anne Barnes, friend of Susy Morrison 

Robert Beard, friend of Jimmy Seabock 

John Beatty, son of Elma Jean Beatty 

Bud Beyers, friend of Judy Rao 

Kim Birtwistle, friend of Pam Sigmon 

Margie Black, friend of Penny Lineberger 

David Bolick, friend of John & Kathie Hegert 

Belinda Borzich, friend of Darin & Karen Shook 

Barbara Boudreaux, friend of Hank & Bernice McCrorie 

Bill Canata, friend of McCrorie’s 

Barbara Van Cleave, cousin of McCrorie’s 

Eric Cogan-Pat Neill’s brother in law 

April Colbert, niece of Van & Debbie Seabock 

Frances Cranford, friend of Eva Helton 

Curt Evans, friend of Tom & Kate Rhea 

Bill Field, family of June Field 

Louise Foster, mother of Paulette Church 

Misti Fuller, granddaughter of Mary Gregory 

Joyce Garrett, friend of June Field 

Christine Gates, friend of Judy Rao 

Deborah Gleaton, friend of Amanda Truett 

James & Cathy Grant, friend of Rick and Debbie Carmack 

Bobbie, Christopher, Jada, and Jason Halle 

David Harwood, friend of Hank & Bernice McCrorie 

Harold Hedren, friend of Ed & Mary Crowell 

Mary Howell, friend of Teresa Bazzle 

Peggy Hollar, mother of Scott Hollar 

Kathy Holmes, friend of June Field 

Mona Hughes, sister of June Field 

Sue Johnson, friend of Pat Neill 

Sandy Kauk, friend of Chris & Brenda Bass 

Tom McCarthy, brother-in-law of Ellis Bolick 

Olivia Mason, great niece of Teresa Bazzle 

Shelby Mason, niece of Teresa Bazzle 

Ken Meek, friend of Kate Rhea 

Anita Mitchell, friend of Tom & Kate Rhea 

Eric Nilsen, brother of Amy Whaley 

Donna Parker, sister of Frances Hallman & Margaret Barger 

Lauren Parlier, Paul Rozzelle & Zeke, friend of Amy Whaley 

Randall Parsons-friend of Tom & Kate Rhea 

Courtney Pearce, granddaughter of Sylvia Whisnant 

Barbara Pennell, sister of Kay Hefner and Jeanette Huffman 

Becky Psioda-friend of Kate Rhea 

Norman Punch, uncle of Darrell Punch 

Richard Rhea, Tom Rhea’s brother 

Tom Rhea 

Tom Rhea III, Tom Rhea’s son 

Terri Brown Robins-friend of Kate Rhea 

Jim Russell, friend of McCrorie’s 

Alton Piester, brother of Elma Jean Beatty 

Amanda Rogers, Jim William’s sister 

Scott Ross, friend of Judy Rao 

Jim Russell, friend of McCrorie’s 

Norene Setzer, Cindy Sullivan’s mother 

Courtney Spencer, daughter of Jane Kazelman 

Janet Spoon, friend of Carol Tawney 

Jim Starkey & family, friend of Eva Helton 

Judy Steele, friend of Judy Rao 

Leigh Thompson, daughter of Pat Thompson 

Cindy Brittain-White & Abby Brittain 

Ann Widner, friend of Lynn Seabock 

Robert & Kaye Ullman-sister, brother-in-law of Nina Fullwood 

Jack, friend of Lynne Reed 

Kelly, friend of Beth Smith 

Mt. Olive Members in  

Assisted Living or Nursing Facilities: 

Heritage Care  

John Beatty 

Trinity Village, Springs Road: 

Martha Yount, 

Edna Punch 

Mary Wright 

Brookdale Assisted Living Falling Creek 

Ann Everhart, Gwen Kingsley 

Brookdale Assisted Living Lenoir 

Catherine Adams 

Catawba Valley Living at Rock Barn: 

Maxine Kirchin 

Grace Ridge 

Jennie Bost 

Pinecrest 
Mary Black 

We are proud of our Mt. Olive members who 

are continuing their education post high school.   

Please remember to keep them in your  

prayers. 

Emma Barger, Darrius Adam Barger, Ben  

Bazzle, Brittany Collins, Matt Cook, Keely 

Horton, Whitney Horton, Bradley Langan,  

Derek Moose, Halee Ormand, Markus Pope, 

Daniel Richter, Kayla Seabock, Paige Shook, 

Jenna Waters, Katie Tice. 

Prayer List for Members of Mt. Olive 

Esther Armstrong 

Margaret Barger 

Jennie Bost 

Chris Brookshire 

Brad, Meredith, and 

Owen Elder   

Nina Fullwood    

Ann Everhart   

Mary Gregory 

Eugene Helton 

Jeanette Huffman 

Linda Huffman 

Sarah Hull 

Virginia Killian 

Gwen Kingsley 

Terry Laxton 

Mildred Salley 

Thomas Salley 

K.C. Setzer 

Pat & Leigh Thompson 

Mary Wright 

Tom Rhea Jr. 

Tom East 

Van Seabock 

Tara Rink 

Diana Kingsley 

Sal Rao 

Michael Bock 

Loretta Stephenson 

Miya Teague 

Tony & Diane  

Shacklady 

Henry & Thelma Jarvis 

Paulette Church 

Herman Price 

Todd Propst 

Georgia Collins 

Frankie Wilson 

Bois & Edith Crocker 

Clyde & Sarah Hull 

Lynette Stilley 

Sylvia Whisnant 

Edsell Griggs 

Bobbie Griggs 

Chip Drum 

Karen Pruett 

Robert & Gail Welch 

http://www.assistedliving.com/north-carolina/claremont/catawba-valley-living-at-rock-barn/
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Financial Update at a glance: January  March February 

Month to date giving $31,650.43 $24,639.50 $31,545.32 

Monthly budgeted amount: $33,962.00 $42,520.50 $33,962.00 

Cash Basis: Feb 23 Mar 1 Mar 8 Mar 15 Mar 22 

Total General Offerings $5,883.08 $11,096.50 $6,761.00 $6,782.00  

Budgeted amount needed weekly $8,310.00 

Designated Funds: Feb 23 Mar 1 Mar 8 Mar 15 Mar 22 

World Hunger  $110.00 $110.00 $220.00  

Youth fund/trip $50.00     

Micah’s Cupboard $400.00   $10.00  

Quilting Fund $300.00   $10.00  

Lenten book club $80.00 $40.00 $20.00   

Sanctuary flowers $214.00 $53.50 $107.00 $53.50  

Evangelism/Outreach  $10.00    

Lenten offerings /Highways &  

Hedges 
$20.00 $296.00 $285.00 $173.00  

Extra Mile fund $100.00 $500.00    

Soup Kitchen      

Operation Christmas Shoebox    $10.00  

CCM Have a heart $20.00 $145.00 $145.00   

Use of building  $75.00 $200.00 $105.00  

TOTAL DESIGNATED FUNDS $1,184.00 $1,229.50 $847.00 $581.50  

Reserve - Repairs & Maintenance  n/a $115.00 $300.00 $140.00  

February 2020 Treasurer’s REPORT  

Total income for February, 2020 was $31,894, the budget amount was $32,000, and February 2019 was 

$32,252. Total expenses were $32,817 compared with a budget amount of $34,956. For the month,      

expenses exceeded income by $922. 

Income for the two-month period ending February 29, 2020 was $67,692, compared with the prior year 

period of $68,490. Expenses were $67,480 for this period in 2020, compared with the prior year of 

$65,838. 

Preliminary March results: 

Total income for the period March 1st through March 21, 2020 was $24,639.50. The total budget amount 

for March 2020 was $37,000. This a five Sunday month. 

SERVICE Feb 23 Mar 1 Mar 8 Mar 15 Mar 22 

Combined 143 131 134 n/a n/a 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 



 

Our Mission Statement: 

In response to the love of Jesus Christ, our mission is: 

Believe, Belong, Serve.  God’s Work. Our Hands. 

 

Worship Times: 

Sunday Mornings 

 8:30  am with Holy Communion 

10:45 am with Holy Communion 

 

Office Hours: 

Monday through Thursday 

8:00 am—4:00 pm 

The office is closed on Friday 

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church 

2780 North Center Street       Hickory, NC  28601 

Phone:  828-324-6198 Fax:   828-324-0292 

Email:  mtolivelutheran@embarqmail.com      Website:  www.mtolutheran.org 

Emergency Contacts information: 

Pastor Ryan:  828-310-0776  

 

CONTACT information 

Pastor and Teen Ministry:   

The Rev. Ryan T. Ray            

Cell Phone:  828-310-0776                 

Email:  rray001@luthersem.edu 
 

 

Minister of Worship & Music, Deacon: 

Lynne Bolick Reed 

Email:  lynnebreed@gmail.com 
 

Children’s Ministry Deacon 

(birth-grade 5) 

Liz Fox 

Cell Phone: 704-748-3312 

Email: picklejarliz@yahoo.com 

 

Organist/Pianist & Choir Director: 

Jenna Waters 

Email:  jenna.waters@my.lr.edu 
 

 

Parish Administrator: 

Karen Abernathy 

Email:  mtolivelutheran@embarqmail.com 

Congregation President:  Mickey Barnett 
 

Congregation Vice President:  Chris Frye 
 

Congregation Council Secretary:  Pam Sigmon 
 

Church Treasurer:  Gerald Burke 
 

Financial Secretary:  Rick Carmack 
 

Newsletter information Contact:  Karen Abernathy 

Email:  mtolivelutheran@embarqmail.com 
 

Homebound Communion Contact:  Pam Sigmon 

Phone:  828-320-1356 

Email:  jiminy@embarqmail.com 
 

Outreach Team Chairperson:   

Tom Atwater 828-256-8627 
 

Prayer Chain Contacts: 

Karen Birkedal:  828-495-9372 or 828-303-0239 

Frances Hallman:  828-638-1680 
 

Sanctuary Flower Contact:  Penny Lineberger 

Phone:  828-256-6092  

Email:  pen_tim@yahoo.com 
 

Micah’s Cupboard Contact:  

Adeliah Arndt 828-612-9774 
 

WELCA Contact:  

Debbie Carmack 828-320-0525 
 

Hospitality Contact: Pat Neill 828-381-5375 

Staff and church leaders 
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