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We tend to compartmentalize our lives like this: worship, Bible study, volunteering for the church, doing 

service through the church, and prayer are the faith part.  Our home-life, family-life, work-life, hobbies 

and interests, and housework are parts of our lives that have no connection to our faith.  The truth is that 

the whole of our lives is sacred because Jesus has entered into it with us. Remember he is Emmanuel 

(God with Us). That means everything we do, especially the boring and mundane things, are sacred.  It's 

so important for us to remember and recognize this in this particular time because we're stuck in the 

mundane right now with our stay-at-home orders.  We don't know how long we’re going to have to social 

distance. That’s why seeing the sacredness of all parts of our lives is so important right now. God truly is, 

and always has been, intimately concerned about our day-to-day.  

 

Christianity is unique. Of all the world religions, Christianity is the one where the God we worship     

became human. God came down from the sacred into the secular. God became ordinary for us. Jesus was 

ordinary as they come. He was born into a poor family living in a small-town in  a nation that was under 

the occupation and oppression of the Romans. Jesus is ordinary, but at the same time he is also           

God - fully human and fully divine. No other faith believes that God would humble himself to become 

human.  

 

In Jesus, the sacred God becomes ordinary and human. But something else happens which is just as     

important. The ordinary Jesus, through his death and resurrection, takes the ordinary and transforms it 

into sacred. Paul writes “Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 

baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as 

Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of 

life.” (Romans 6:3-4). And just like that, ordinary you and ordinary I are sacred, eternal, righteous, and 

holy! That means our ordinary lives have become sacred and transcend what we experience in our day-to

-day.  

 

Over the next few weeks, the focus of our worship time is to explore where we encounter God in our  

daily tasks.  Where is God in folding our laundry? Where is God in washing the dishes? Where is God in 

homeschooling our children? Where is God in grocery shopping? Where is God in all the stuff of life? 

Let’s start paying attention to where we are encountering God in our ordinary lives. The hope is we will 

see and experience God's encounter with our lives in such a way as to show us how very near God is to 

us through all of this. In fact, maybe we’ll catch a glimpse of how close God stands to us at all times, 

good and bad.  

 

In Jesus’ love, 

Pastor Ryan 
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1. To whom were the words of John 3:16 originally spoken? 

2. Which two gospels do not provide an account of the Sermon on the 

Mount? 

3. What two former enemies became friends as a result of the              

indictment of Jesus as a criminal? 

4. Who was known for having a “thorn in the flesh”? 

5. To whom did Jesus say, “Go ye and sin no more.”? 

6. Which disciple is traditionally known as the Beloved? 

7. Which book in the Bible records that Jesus appeared to 500 people at 

one time after his resurrection? 

How to Worship with Mt. Olive During Quarantine 
You can join us live in real time at 9:30 a.m. Sundays on Facebook live through the Facebook group "Mt.   

Olive Lutheran - Hickory."  

On demand worship can be found on our YouTube channel "Mt. Olive Lutheran Church Hickory NC." The 

services will be posted as soon as possible afterward. 

 
Giving Your Offering During Quarantine 

A word of thanks must be said for all of you who have continued to give during this time of physical           

separation. You are so faithful! Thank you for supporting our ministry together. 

The following are ways you can continue to give: 

1)   Mail it in. We check the mail delivery right about the time it is delivered every day, even Fridays and 

weekends. We’ve never had a problem with mail going missing.  

2    Bring it in. Karen Abernathy is keeping her Monday-Thursday office hours, and we now have a locked 

mailbox which is installed right outside her office. 

3)   Contact your bank and set up automatic bill pay. Although your offering is not a bill, many people 

have their banks take care of delivering their offering to the church for them with a set amount at     

regular intervals. 

4)   Sign up for Simply Giving. This is the way my family gives. There are around 20 families at Mt. Olive 

who use this program. This program automatically deducts your chosen giving amount each month 

from your checking account. You also have the option of using your credit card. 

5) Give online with your credit card from the front page of our website! PayPal is now available on    

mtolutheran.org. Just go to the website and you’ll see the gold donate button. Click on the button and 

follow the instructions.  

However you give, know how crucial it is to everything we do.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music Notes by Deacon Lynne Reed 
I love new music so I was happy to discover that the ELCA is preparing a new supplement for the 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) hymnal. It has been fifteen years since the ELW was published. The sup-

plement will be titled All Creation Sings and will be released in the fall of 2020. It will include new liturgies, 

prayers, and   approximately two hundred hymns and songs. 

New music, hymns and songs, and liturgies are being written all the time as God works through our poets and 

musicians to continue making all things new. As our world changes, these new resources are needed to help us 

address the issues that we face. Augsburg, the publishing house of the ELCA has announced that preorders will 

begin on May 15 with the final resource available sometime in this coming fall. 



 

Easter Grinch Poem by Bishop Tim Smith 

The Grinch hated Church, not exactly sure why 

Perhaps he’d been hurt there in Church days gone by. 

Or maybe confused by the whys and the hows 

Or just plain disgusted with Holier than Thous. 

Regardless, that bitterness made him so mean 

That he cooked up a virus called Covid 19. 

That stirred up such grief, and suffering and fear 

It soon was apparent, there’s no Easter this year! 

He mused as he witnessed the church downward spiral, 

“Why hadn’t I used this before, something viral?” 

And as he sat back, taunting “Ha, ha, ha, ha!” 

He gloated in squelching their “Alleluia.” 

“After all, if you can’t go to church,” the Grinch reasoned, 

“There can’t be an Easter at all in this season.” 

So as April 11th came and it went, 

He eagerly sat back to enjoy their lament. 

What he heard instead baffled him down to the core! 

Not no Alleluias; in fact, many more! 

From homes, in hospitals, from nursing home beds, 

Online on computers, from Brady Bunch heads, 

Alleluias, rejoicing, and such hopeful blather, 

Even though Covid 19 won’t let them gather? 

Yes, his baffler so baffed 

And perplexed and confounded, 

That he nervously laughed 

And processed how it sounded: 

“It came without lilies; 

And no new spring clothes, 

And trumpets and anthems? 

Not any of those!” 

They came despite fears and deep griefs while uncertain 

And others in all kinds of ways they were hurtin’. 

Then the Grinch thought of what had escaped him to date— 

Maybe Easter’s—who knows?—not a calendar date. 

Maybe not so much pageantry designed to please us. 

Maybe Easter, he thought, really IS about Jesus! 

The one whom they killed when he challenged tradition, 

And their pomp and their show, no siree, not a smidgen! 

Who hung out with folks on wrong sides of the tracks, 

Who suffered oppression, and he had their backs! 

When he was arrested, he wouldn’t resist. 

Satan thought he had won. Well, almost, but he missed. 

Oh, they killed him alright, assumed he was finished. 

But on Easter, he rose, death’s strong grip God diminished. 

And put in the past, been there, done that, he cried. 

I love you, there’s future, even after you’ve died. 

Not even the Covid 19 or such virus, 

Can rob Easter’s promise: new life to inspire us 

And give us new hope, though the suffering is real. 

God’s got you, God’s got this, pretty much that’s the deal. 

We’ll gather again while church hymnals we’re clutching 

But Covid Easter just might be our most touching. 

--Tim Smith, April 10, 2020 
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May Birthdays 

May 1  Linda Barnett, 

   Ann Everhart, 

   Taylor Williams 

May 2 Simon Frye 

May 3 Matysen Setzer, 

  Preston Taylor 

May 4  Meredith Elder, 

  Diane Shacklady 

May 5   Jason Punch, 

 Antony Shacklady 

May 7 Sonny Bolick, 

 Mary Davis, 

 Kathie Hegert 

May 9  Jeff Tice 

May 11  Esther Armstrong 

May 13  Loretta Burke, 

  Rusty Hoover 

May 14  Bethany Kahill 

May 15  Bernice McCrorie 

May 16 Bob Eliasson, 

  Stephen Hitchcock 

May 17 Susan Garren, 

 Leon Hoover, 

 Ian Smail 

May 18 August Garren 

May 19 Heather Langan, 

 Carol Tawney 

May 20 Cody Coburn, 

 Penny Lineberger, 

 Jane Miller 

May 22 Patsy Bolick 

May 23 Patty Mesuch-Scronce 

May 24 Zoe Garren 

May 29 Darin Shook 

May 31 Linda Huffman 

May Happenings at Mt. Olive 

Lutheran World Relief Face Mask 

Challenge 

Join the 75,000 Face Mask Challenge! COVID-19 

is threatening  vulnerable communities, and      

Lutheran World Relief urgently needs cloth face masks to send to 

them. The cloth mask you sew in your living room will provide love 

and protection to a neighbor in need halfway around the world. How 

Please continue to pray for Gail Welch 

and her family as they lost Bob last 

month. 

Please pray for Eric & Shirley Griggs 

for the loss of Bobbie Griggs. 

Trivia Answers: 

1. Nicodemus 

2. Mark and John 

3. Herod and Pilate 

(Luke 23:12) 

4. Paul (2 Cor 12:7) 

5. The women ac-

cused of adultery  

(John 8:11) 

6. John 

7. 1 Corinthians 

(15:6) 

 

Congratulations Graduates 

Jenna Waters 

Caleb Hedgepeth 

Leaci Brice 

Meadow Frye 

Dear Mt. Olive Family, 

Thank you so much for the beautiful orchid you 

sent at Bob’s passing. I do appreciate all the 

cards and calls. Your caring thoughts and     

prayers helped ease the pain. May God continue 

to be with us all until we can meet face to face 

again. 

Much love, 

Gail & Wendy 

Thank you Mt. Olive for the 432lbs of food you  

donated during our Have a Heart food drive for 

CCM. Over $300 in monetary donations were also 

given. It was given at a time when we were          

beginning to face this crisis. Your donations went a 

long way to feed the needy in our community.  

God Bless you for caring. 

Esther Circle 

May Outreach Focus 

Greater Hickory Cooperative Christian Ministry (CCM) is the 

Hickory area’s hub for providing and coordinating services for 

the uninsured and people and families in crisis, living in pov-

erty and/or experiencing homelessness. As you can imagine, 

service agencies are experiencing greater demand in the current 

environment. We invite you to help by sending a love offering 

to the church. Please make the check to Mt. Olive ELCA, 

and please write CCM on the memo line. Read more about 

all the ways CCM serves our community at 

www.ccmhickory.org/about-us. 

NC Synod Prayer for Joy  

in the Midst of Trials 

O God, may we find the joy of the Lord 

even in the midst of our trials. We pray that 

you would teach us what it means to see  

beyond our troubles, knowing that you are 

always with us, even when we see the    

challenges those around us are facing. We 

ask you to intervene, to be with those who 

are in need, to prompt us to participate in the 

care for your people, and, most of all, to   

restore creation and to make all things new. 

We pray that we would not be anxious, but 

that God would give us God’s peace. Let us 

live differently in the midst of trial so that 

the world might see God in us. Amen. 

http://www.ccmhickory.org/about-us
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Rachel’s Day 
On the first Sunday in May the Women of the ELCA encourages congregations to recognize 

Rachel’s Day as a time to remember, pray and renounce all of the forces that are destroying our 

nation’s children. 

 In Jeremiah 31:15-17 Rachel weeps over the young make babies murdered by Herod as he 

sought to kill the Christ Child. It is 2020 and we still weep- 

For all children who are at risk of being physically or emotionally abused by parents and others. 

For children who are lonely or feel unloved. 

For children who live with low self-esteem because of verbal abuse. 

For children who live in poverty and do not know where their next meal is coming from. 

For children who have seen and faced unspeakable horrors. 

For new born drug-addicted babies. 

For children who fear unsafe streets or being bullied. 

For children who are afraid of the future because of the virus that has gripped our nation. 

 

The Bible assures us there is hope, especially if we are willing to follow Jesus’ example. Reach out 

to children everywhere. Tell them of God’s love and lift them up in prayer. Remember the         

responsibility we all share in making this world a better place for everyone. 

 

Blessing of Our Children 

In Holy Baptism our Lord Jesus Christ received you and made you members of His church. When 

you came to be a part of our family we rejoiced to receive you into our fellowship in the Gospel. In 

this family you have heard the Gospel proclaimed and it reveals God’s loving purpose for you and 

all of creation. God has blessed you in our fellowship and He has blessed us through you. 

 

Thank You Mt. Olive 



 Mt. Olive Council Minutes 

Attending: Liz Fox, Pastor Ryan, Chris Frye, Gerald Burke, Pam Sigmon, Mickey Barnett, Geoff 

Yount, Chasity Richter, Herm Price, Sue Seabock, Sam Seabock, Becky Anthony, Lynne Reed. 

 

Council members are reminded to continue calling their assigned church members each week to 

check on them and offer assistance if any is needed during this isolation period. 

 

From Gerald Burke regarding finances: March was a good month. Bills have been paid. Gerald 

Burke has applied for stimulus money for Mt. Olive. He has not received any response as yet. 

 

Pastor Ryan suggested conf calls change to every two weeks: Chris Frye made motion; Mickey 

Barnett and Chasity Richter seconded. Motion passed. Council conf calls will be every two weeks 

for the duration of this isolation period unless a situation arises that needs to be discussed. Next 

conf call will be Sunday May 3, at 12:30pm, via ZOOM. 

 

Pastor Ryan asked for topics to discuss for good of the congregation: 
*Chris’s dad (Mike Frye) had suggested to Chris that if we are to do drive-thru communion again, 

we also at that time might bring bags of canned food to be donated to CCM. 

 

*Pastor Ryan purchased 500 individual wafers & cups that were used for drive-thru communion 

on Easter Sunday. It took 3 hours to distribute and we had 140 people to drive thru to receive   

Holy Communion during their assigned (appointed) time. He is thinking that if we are still       

isolated at Pentecost, we could maybe do drive-thru communion again. 

 

*Geoff Yount expressed a concern for our members who are in assisted living facilities. Residents 

can now leave their rooms which they could not do at the beginning of the quarantine. There is a 

list in the annual report of our members are in assisted living facilities; these members should be 

included in your daily prayers. 

 

*Mary Black is staying with her daughter for right now per Becky Anthony. It is not clear as to 

how long she will be living with Karen. 

 

*Micah’s Cupboard  - Adeliah Arndt and Pastor Ryan have talked. She has offered the food that 

should have been distributed for Easter Week school break to the schools for families in need  

during this time. 

 

*Walking track issue: Herm Price suggested we placed directional signs along the walking track 

so that everyone will be walking in the same direction. The track is getting very crowded          

especially during this period of isolation. Chris Frye made suggestion of what the sign should 

state:  “To help maintain social distancing, please walk this way.” Pastor Ryan will talk with   

Penny about ordering directional signage. Chasity also suggested gentle reminders about leashing 

their dogs while walking the track. 

 

Next meeting will be 1st Sunday in May. May 3, 12:30pm via ZOOM. An email reminder will be 

sent. 

 

Respectfully submitted by: Pam Sigmon 
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Our Family and Friends 

Susan Anderson, friend of Marion Waldon 

Wayne Austin, friend of Penny & Tim Lineberger 

Shirley Baker, friend of Kathy Starr 

Becky Barkley, friend of Ronnie & Roxy Poovey 

Anne Barnes, friend of Susy Morrison 

Robert Beard, friend of Jimmy Seabock 

Bud Beyers, friend of Judy Rao 

Kim Birtwistle, friend of Pam Sigmon 

Margie Black, friend of Penny Lineberger 

David Bolick, friend of John & Kathie Hegert 

Belinda Borzich, friend of Darin & Karen Shook 

Barbara Boudreaux, friend of Hank & Bernice McCrorie 

Bill Canata, friend of McCrorie’s 

Barbara Van Cleave, cousin of McCrorie’s 

Eric Cogan-Pat Neill’s brother in law 

April Colbert, niece of Van & Debbie Seabock 

Frances Cranford, friend of Eva Helton 

Curt Evans, friend of Tom & Kate Rhea 

Bill Field, family of June Field 

Louise Foster, mother of Paulette Church 

Misti Fuller, granddaughter of Mary Gregory 

Joyce Garrett, friend of June Field 

Christine Gates, friend of Judy Rao 

Deborah Gleaton, friend of Amanda Truett 

James & Cathy Grant, friend of Rick and Debbie Carmack 

Bobbie, Christopher, Jada, and Jason Halle 

David Harwood, friend of Hank & Bernice McCrorie 

Mary Howell, friend of Teresa Bazzle 

Peggy Hollar, mother of Scott Hollar 

Kathy Holmes, friend of June Field 

Mona Hughes, sister of June Field 

Sue Johnson, friend of Pat Neill 

Sandy Kauk, friend of Chris & Brenda Bass 

Olivia Mason, great niece of Teresa Bazzle 

Shelby Mason, niece of Teresa Bazzle 

Ken Meek, friend of Kate Rhea 

Anita Mitchell, friend of Tom & Kate Rhea 

Eric Nilsen, brother of Amy Whaley 

Donna Parker, sister of Frances Hallman & Margaret Barger 

Lauren Parlier, Paul Rozzelle & Zeke, friend of Amy Whaley 

Randall Parsons-friend of Tom & Kate Rhea 

Courtney Pearce, granddaughter of Sylvia Whisnant 

Barbara Pennell, sister of Kay Hefner and Jeanette Huffman 

Becky Psioda-friend of Kate Rhea 

Norman Punch, uncle of Darrell Punch 

Richard Rhea, Tom Rhea’s brother 

Tom Rhea 

Tom Rhea III, Tom Rhea’s son 

Terri Brown Robins-friend of Kate Rhea 

Jim Russell, friend of McCrorie’s 

Alton Piester, brother of Elma Jean Beatty 

Amanda Rogers, Jim William’s sister 

Scott Ross, friend of Judy Rao 

Jim Russell, friend of McCrorie’s 

Norene Setzer, Cindy Sullivan’s mother 

Courtney Spencer, daughter of Jane Kazelman 

Janet Spoon, friend of Carol Tawney 

Jim Starkey & family, friend of Eva Helton 

Judy Steele, friend of Judy Rao 

Leigh Thompson, daughter of Pat Thompson 

Cindy Brittain-White & Abby Brittain 

Ann Widner, friend of Lynn Seabock 

Robert & Kaye Ullman-sister, brother-in-law of Nina Fullwood 

Kelly, friend of Beth Smith 

Mt. Olive Members in  

Assisted Living or Nursing Facilities: 

Heritage Care  

John Beatty 

Trinity Village, Springs Road: 

Martha Yount, 

Edna Punch 

Mary Wright 

Brookdale Assisted Living Falling Creek 

Ann Everhart, Gwen Kingsley 

Brookdale Assisted Living Lenoir 

Catherine Adams 

Catawba Valley Living at Rock Barn: 

Maxine Kirchin 

Grace Ridge 

Jennie Bost 

Pinecrest 

Mary Black 

We are proud of our Mt. Olive members who 

are continuing their education post high school.   

Please remember to keep them in your  

prayers. 

Emma Barger, Darrius Adam Barger, Ben  

Bazzle, Brittany Collins, Matt Cook, Keely 

Horton, Whitney Horton, Bradley Langan,  

Derek Moose, Halee Ormand, Markus Pope, 

Daniel Richter, Kayla Seabock, Paige Shook, 

Jenna Waters, Katie Tice. 

Prayer List for Members of Mt. Olive 

Esther Armstrong 

Margaret Barger 

Jennie Bost 

Chris Brookshire 

Brad, Meredith, and 

Owen Elder   

Nina Fullwood    

Ann Everhart   

Mary Gregory 

Eugene Helton 

Jeanette Huffman 

Linda Huffman 

Sarah Hull 

Virginia Killian 

Gwen Kingsley 

Terry Laxton 

Thomas Salley 

K.C. Setzer 

Pat & Leigh Thompson 

Mary Wright 

Tom Rhea Jr. 

Tom East 

Van Seabock  

John Beatty   

Ann Everhart 

Diana Kingsley 

Sal Rao 

Michael Bock 

Loretta Stephenson 

Miya Teague 

Tony & Diane  

Shacklady 

Henry & Thelma Jarvis 

Paulette Church 

Herman Price 

Todd Propst 

Georgia Collins 

Frankie Wilson 

Bois & Edith Crocker 

Clyde & Sarah Hull 

Lynette Stilley 

Sylvia Whisnant 

Edsell Griggs 

Chip Drum 

Karen Pruett 

Gail Welch 

Nancy Arndt 

http://www.assistedliving.com/north-carolina/claremont/catawba-valley-living-at-rock-barn/


 

 OFFERINGS 
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Financial Update at a glance: February April March 

Month to date giving $31,545.32 $38,825.84 $37,610.83 

Monthly budgeted amount: $33,962.00 $33,962.00 $42,452.50 

Cash Basis: Mar 29 Apr 5 Apr 12 Apr 19 Apr 26 

Total General Offerings $5,080.00 $5,020.50 $10,603.07 $20,936.27 $2,266.00 

Budgeted amount needed weekly $8,310.00 

Designated Funds: Mar 29 Apr 5 Apr 12 Apr 19 Apr 26 

World Hunger  $110.00  $220.00  

Youth fund/trip      

Micah’s Cupboard   $25.00 $10.00  

Quilting Fund    $10.00  

Lenten book club      

Sanctuary flowers      

Evangelism/Outreach  $10.00    

Lenten offerings /Highways &  

Hedges 
$50.00 $25.00 $50.00   

Extra Mile fund      

Soup Kitchen      

Operation Christmas Shoebox    $10.00  

CCM Have a heart      

Use of building     $50.00 

TOTAL DESIGNATED FUNDS $50.00 $145.00 $75.00 $250.00 $50.00 

Reserve - Repairs & Maintenance  n/a $115.00 $300.00 $40.00 $100.00 

march 2020  Treasurer ’ s  REPORT  

Total income for March, 2020 was $38,956, the budget amount was $37,000, and March 

2019 was $42,653.  Total expenses were $28,822 compared with a budget amount of 

$34,556.  For the month, income exceeded expenses by $10,134. 

Income for the three-month period ending March 31, 2020 was $106,649, compared with 

the prior year period of $111,143.  Expenses were $96,302 for this period in 2020,       

compared with the prior year of $95,329 



 

Our Mission Statement: 

In response to the love of Jesus Christ, our mission is: 

Believe, Belong, Serve.  God’s Work. Our Hands. 

 

Worship Times: 

Sunday Mornings 

 8:30  am with Holy Communion 

10:45 am with Holy Communion 

 

Office Hours: 

Monday through Thursday 

8:00 am—4:00 pm 

The office is closed on Friday 

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church 

2780 North Center Street       Hickory, NC  28601 

Phone:  828-324-6198 Fax:   828-324-0292 

Email:  mtolivelutheran@embarqmail.com      Website:  www.mtolutheran.org 

Emergency Contacts information: 

Pastor Ryan:  828-310-0776  

CONTACT information 

Pastor and Teen Ministry:   

The Rev. Ryan T. Ray            

Cell Phone:  828-310-0776                 

Email:  rray001@luthersem.edu 
 

 

Minister of Worship & Music, Deacon: 

Lynne Bolick Reed 

Email:  lynnebreed@gmail.com 
 

Children’s Ministry Deacon 

(birth-grade 5) 

Liz Fox 

Cell Phone: 704-748-3312 

Email: picklejarliz@yahoo.com 

 

Organist/Pianist & Choir Director: 

Jenna Waters 

Email:  jenna.waters@my.lr.edu 
 

 

Parish Administrator: 

Karen Abernathy 

Email:  mtolivelutheran@embarqmail.com 

Congregation President:  Mickey Barnett 
 

Congregation Vice President:  Chris Frye 
 

Congregation Council Secretary:  Pam Sigmon 
 

Church Treasurer:  Gerald Burke 
 

Financial Secretary:  Rick Carmack 
 

Newsletter information Contact:  Karen Abernathy 

Email:  mtolivelutheran@embarqmail.com 
 

Homebound Communion Contact:  Pam Sigmon 

Phone:  828-320-1356 

Email:  jiminy@embarqmail.com 
 

Outreach Team Chairperson:   

Tom Atwater 828-256-8627 
 

Prayer Chain Contacts: 

Karen Birkedal:  828-495-9372 or 828-303-0239 

Frances Hallman:  828-638-1680 
 

Sanctuary Flower Contact:  Penny Lineberger 

Phone:  828-256-6092  

Email:  pen_tim@yahoo.com 
 

Micah’s Cupboard Contact:  

Adeliah Arndt 828-612-9774 
 

WELCA Contact:  

Debbie Carmack 828-320-0525 
 

Hospitality Contact: Pat Neill 828-381-5375 

Staff and church leaders 
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