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I wish Jesus’ sermons had titles like “How to Live a Carefree Life” or “The Three Things That Will 

Make You Healthy, Wealthy, and Wise” or even “Popularity Through Spiritual Disciplines.” We all 

crave simple answers to complicated problems. The trouble is that Jesus wasn’t one for simple answers.  

In possibly his most famous sermon, the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus calls the poor and persecuted 

“blessed” and encourages, of all things, humility and meekness. These are hard words to embrace in a 

culture that celebrates power, wealth, and achievement over all else and in an economy that relies on the 

purchasing of products which promise to make us greater in one way or another. Jesus pointed out that 

his people live “in the world”, but are not “of the world.” We feel that “in, but not of” friction in our   

daily struggle for gratitude and contentment while voices all around us cry out that we need so much 

more.  

The fact is that life is complicated and therefore navigating it is too. When someone promises easy      

answers, they aren’t being truthful. What Jesus taught wasn’t easy, but it was the truth. In fact, Jesus 

himself is the truth. Jesus is the magnetic north of our complicated lives. No matter what we face, Jesus 

calls us to follow him. When Jesus called his first followers, he sometimes led them to beautiful places 

and through fields of plenty. Let us not forget though, that Jesus also led them to unfamiliar and hostile 

lands and eventually to the cross. Following Jesus is not the easy way, but for us it’s the only way. I’m 

grateful to be walking with all of you as we strive to follow the way and the truth and the life. 

In Jesus’ love, 

Pastor Ryan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
North Carolina Synod Assembly is held virtually this year Thursday, June 3-Saturday, June 4. Our  
voting members are Pastor Ryan, Debbie Carmack, Michael Frye, and Nolan Ray. The assembly is     

similar to a big church council meeting. Please pray for God’s guidance as decisions are made, especially 
as Bishop elections take place this year. 

mailto:mtolivelutheran@embarqumail.com
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Mt. Olive Re-gathering Update 
Out of love and concern for the health and well-being of every member of Mt. Olive and those we serve, our 
Task Force continues to endorse the following Synod recommendations. 
 Please note that this means our indoor small groups are now limited to 25 or less: 

 

NC Synod’s Re-Gathering Task Force Recommendations  

North Carolina’s COVID-19 numbers are trending in a more hopeful direction. Standards have now changed for 
those fully vaccinated. (See guidance below from the NCDHHS on who can gather safely.) There is still a mask 
requirement for indoor public places and for any indoor gathering outside of our homes. Physical distancing is 
still required.  

   1. Outdoor gatherings, physically-distanced, are recommended. 
   2. In the event of any in-person gathering, limit indoor occupancy to 100 or 50% of your space while         
  guaranteeing sufficient physical distancing of at least a 6-foot separation between households. 
   3. Holy Communion can be celebrated with appropriate protocols. 
   4. Be sure that ALL gatherings include a roster of those in attendance in the event that contact tracing needs to   
  be done. 
   5. We recommend that children or youth events happen outdoors, masked, and physically distant. 
   a. We recommend NO indoor overnight events (lock-ins or retreats) at this point. 
   b. In the event of any in-person gathering, limit indoor occupancy to guarantee sufficient physical       
        distancing of at least a 6-foot separation between households. This limit applies separately to each  
        room within a building.  

   6. We continue to recommend no congregational singing or chanting indoors. 
  a. Outdoors, distanced by at least 10-12 feet, with everyone masked, singing is a possibility, though not     
      without risk. 
  b. Musical instruments such as handbells, guitars, violins, etc. are low risk options. Brass and other  
      wind instruments (instrument bell covers are recommended) outside should be well distanced—at  
      least 20 feet from any other participant. Again, not without risk. 
   7. We continue to recommend no fellowship meals, coffee hours, or other such events that make physical    
 distancing difficult.  
   8. In NC, face coverings are required. Face coverings should be worn at all times indoors by everyone present. 
   9. We highly recommend vaccination. Remember that a person is not fully vaccinated until two weeks after   
 the final dose.  

 

If you wish to host a small group (25 or less) inside the church building or 50 or less outdoors, please contact 
Church Administrator Karen Abernathy, who will provide you with meeting guidelines, waivers, and a request 
form. Once the request is approved (which will most likely happen same-day) and waivers signed, you may 
meet with your group! 

 

 

How to Worship with Us 
If you don’t have internet access: Mt. Olive is currently holding 10 a.m. in-person services each week.     
Communion is offered weekly. In addition to Mt. Olive’s worship offerings, the NC Synod has coordinated a 
shared worship experience you can access via your telephone. To listen to Worship anytime, call toll-free: 833-
924-1988. Press 1 to hear the full worship. Press 2 to hear only the sermon. Press 3 to hear only the prayers. 

If you have internet access, but not a Facebook account: All of the above worship options are available to 
you. Also, even without a Facebook account, you can watch Mt. Olive worship live on our Facebook Business 
Page by searching for “Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, Hickory, NC – ELCA.” Without a Facebook account you 
cannot leave comments. You can also watch the NC Synod’s worship online at www.facebook.com/NCSynod/ 

If you have internet access and a Facebook account: All of the above worship options are available to you. In 
addition, you can comment and interact in real time during live worship on Facebook and join the “Mt. Olive 
Lutheran – Hickory” Facebook Group. 

Thanks to all who volunteered for our new Connection Ministry Team, which will take “Happy Birthday!” 
yard signs to each member on the month of their birthday.  

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/NCSynod/


 

 

1. Wat book in the Bible was also the title for a 1961 
film? 

2. What is the sixty-sixth book of the Bible? 
3. What Biblical name means “rock”? 
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Greetings from Vicar Denise 

June seems to be a season for weddings and graduations - I get to experience both. Since I am graduating from 
Luther Seminary, I have been thinking of my time there. How is it, that time always seems to move quickly 
when we can reflect on it? My five years at Luther now feel like they have flown by. I know they really      
haven’t. It has been a long and at times difficult journey. I have some wonderful friends who encouraged me to 
go to seminary. I believe the Holy Spirit led me to Luther Seminary in St Paul, MN. I have had some            
unbelievable classes with amazing professors. I have had life changing experiences. My cohort has become 
close like family -many of whom live in Minnesota, but we are spread out from NC to Texas to Alaska and 
Pennsylvania. Most of my visits to Luther have been in January. As pretty as the snow is, I don’t enjoy being 
there at that time. To my surprise and joy, there is a tunnel between the dorm room and the classroom building. 
I could walk to class when it was minus 20 degrees and not wear my coat! I learned there is a fish called a  
walleye - and it’s delicious. I realized I’m not meant to walk or drive in MN winter weather. I learned you have 
to “waddle like a penguin”. 
I know I’ll miss everything about Luther. I am most thankful to be graduating and by August I’ll 
have my official Masters of Divinity degree. 
 
Peace and love, 
Vicar Denise 

 

The Theme for Bible School this year is God’s Wonder Lab! What an exciting curriculum! We will look at  

1) Jesus’ First Miracle and learn that Jesus is God and cares about me! 
2) Jesus Walks on Water and is with me all the Time. 
3) Jesus Gives Life and heals me! 
4) Jesus Appears to His Followers and saves me and give me life! 
5) Jesus Sends Paul and calls me to tell Others about Him! 

Vacation Bible School will be held this year Sunday, June 20 through Thursday, June 24th. We are partnering 
with St. Stephens Lutheran, Millers, and Mt. Zion. It will be held at St. Stephens Lutheran. This church is      
basically a central location to all churches and they have a wonderful outside picnic shelter where we hope to 
have most activities. As was the case with our Easter Egg Hunt, the decision was made that this year’s VBS will 
be for the children ages 3 and up of our own churches (and friends, and family they might like to invite.) Due to 
Covid concerns, all Covid guidelines will be followed-masks, distancing, and registration for all kids.           
Registration forms are enclosed in this newsletter. Dinner will be served each night at 5:15 p.m. with music 
opening at 6:00 p.m.   Sunday night will open with a Hot Dog dinner for everyone with a special event being 
planned for closing night on Thursday.  

It looks like it will be a fun event with lots of opportunity to learn more about the wonderful things Jesus has 
done. If our teenagers are interested in helping, we would certainly love to have you. Give me a call if you have 
any questions. 

Becky Anthony 
828-244-8852 

Teen Ministry 

Putt-Putt—Invite a friend and join us for miniature golf on Wednesday, June 9th at 7 p.m. 
The church will cover the game cost, please bring money for drinks and arcade games. 
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June Birthdays 

Jun 1  Cecil Davis 
Jun 4  Jan Hefner 
Jun 9  Pat Neill 
Jun 13 Kate Rhea 
Jun 14  Michael Bock 
Jun 15 Jeannine Brown 
Jun 16 Gail Miller 
  Rita Miller 
Jun 17 Mike Frye 
Jun 18 Georgia Collins 
Jun 21 Jim Coble 
Jun 23 Maxine Kirchin 
Jun 24 Carol Tonnesen  
Jun 26 Dwin Barger  
Jun 27 Ella Hitchcock 
Jun 28 Barbara George 
 

June Happenings at Mt. Olive 

Trivia Answer: 
1. Exodus 

2. Revelation 

3. Peter or Cephas (John 1:42) 

Hickory Soup Kitchen 

On the second Monday of each month, 
Mt. Olive supplies volunteers for the 
Hickory Soup Kitchen. Our shift begins 
at 11:15 a.m. and end around 12:45 
p.m. At this time we need to return to 
five volunteers guaranteed per month. 
There are some former volunteers who 
may be unable or may not feel        
comfortable returning at this time. If 
you are willing, able, and comfortable 
serving, please contact Debbie Carmack 
by phone or text at 828-320-0525 or by 
email at dcarmack@charter.net. She is 
Mt. Olive’s contact with Soup Kitchen. 
June’s volunteers are  already in place. 
Thank you for your assistance. 

Graduation Sunday is June 6th 

We will be recognizing graduates of all types: high school,     
college, and post-college. We are very proud of all our graduates’ 
hard work!  
If you know of a member who needs to be added to the list, 
please call the church office at 828-324-6198 or email us at                                     
mtolivelutheran@embarqmail.com 

 

Mt. Olive, 

Thank you for the wonderful surprise celebration of my 5 
year anniversary as organist. I am so grateful to the Mt. Olive 
family for the encouragement and support over the past few 
years. I was welcomed and embraced from day one, and that 
has never changed. One of the most memorable moments for 
me was in April 2019, when I played my Junior Recital at  
Holy Trinity. Of all the people that came to support me, Mt. 
Olive members were the largest group by far. I also remember 
the special gift later that year that funded my trip to Ireland. I 
am so grateful to have the opportunity to work with such a 
wonderful group of people. The Mt. Olive family have been 
supportive for me in my mistakes as well as my successes. 
Thank you for the gifts, support and five wonderful years. 

Jenna 

 

You all are Amazing! Our guests are so  
fortunate to have your help. God bless you. 
Thank you for the continued support. 

Austin Pearce 
Hickory Soup Kitchen 

Martha & Martha Circle 

The Martha Circle will meet on      
Tuesday, June 1st at 11:30 a.m. in  
Heritage Hall. 

Esther Circle has changed its meeting 
day and time to the 1st Thursday of the 
month at 10:30 a.m. in Heritage Hall.  

If you are looking for a monthly bible 
study and fellowship, please come join 
us. Our maximum indoor capacity is 
25. 

Thank you for the donations. It 
will be use in its entirety to      
provide for the needs of the 
homeless and needy of our area. 

 

Highways & Hedges 
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P A G E  5  

Greetings Mt. Olive Faithful from your Church Council President - 

 

I am so excited about our return to the Mt. Olive campus proper.  I’ve been able to find the positive in watching 
church online (while eating breakfast with bed head) and parking lot worship (it was refreshing to see            
congregation members in person…but…full disclosure those chairs aren’t exactly ergonomic) but I much prefer 
being able to sit in the pews and glimpse up at the sun kissed stained glass from a pew as Jenna plays the       
Prelude. 

 

In my last newsletter note, I mentioned the “Spring Cleaning” efforts that were being made around Mt. Olive 
(cleaning up of common areas, tidying up of classrooms, etc.).  Thank you to the individuals who took time out 
of their schedules and have worked to spruce up our church home.  I’d like to ask that we (I’m including myself 
here since I have tendency to be oblivious about cleaning matters) work to help keep up the areas as we return 
and start to use the building more frequently. 

 

The last time I wrote, I discussed the inside of the church and neglected to refer to the outside.  At a recent 
church council meeting it was discussed how some areas, such as the cemetery and the columbarium, needed 
some TLC.  While council is currently in the process of gathering quotes to pressure wash some outdoor areas, 
(including the columbarium) I’d like to encourage folks as we return to the physical building (again including 
myself here) to divert their walking path sometimes and consider a stroll through the cemetery to see if there is 
any litter that they can pick up.  Likewise, if you have a moment before or after church, stop by the columbarium 
and see if possibly some of the flowers are past their prime and need to be removed.   

 

I’d like to take this opportunity to invite those who are willing to be part of a group (of which I am going to be a 
member) that will focus their attention on these areas (columbarium & cemetery) and will pass items of concern 
on to the property committee when necessary.  If you are willing, able and would like to be a member of this 
group please let me know.  With my somewhat unpredictable schedule the best way to reach me is my email 
(cfrye@thejacksoncreative.com).   

 

Thanks for reading the words I’ve strung together & for being part of Mt. Olive. 

 

Christ’s Peace - 

Chris 

 

   

 

Blessings on the confirmation of Brenna Garner, Joshua Helton, Ella Brett Hitchcock, and Hannah Hollar.       
We look forward to working with you as you respond to God’s love through service. 

mailto:cfrye@thejacksoncreative.com
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Council Minutes 

 

Attending: Pastor Ryan, Libby Garner, Sue Seabock, Teresa Bazzle, Carly Seif, Chris Frye, Denise Henry, 
Pam Sigmon, Mickey Barnett, Becky Anthony, Gerald Burke, Eric Griggs 

Absent: Herm Price 

Chris called the meeting to order with prayer. 

 

Financials: Gerald Burke covered the Financials and expenses. Grounds Maintenance extra tasks completed: 
we had playground area cleaned up and had some leaf collection/clean-up done on church grounds. 

 

Re-gathering task force: New guidelines will be attached to filed hard copy. These Synod guidelines are   
valid thru June 1, 2021. Chris suggested sending out the survey on vaccinations for an update on the numbers. 
Pastor Ryan will send it out again to see if the numbers have changed. 

 

Member pick-up service: Member Jeanette Huffman has offered her van (equipped with a lift for            
handicapped persons) for our use to transport members to and from church. Chris suggested another            
option:  that we could get our own van which is handicap-accessible. It was suggested that we take a look at 
Jeanette’s van and perhaps make her an offer for the church to purchase, due to the liability issues for Jeanette 
surrounding our use of her van. Becky suggested that Dennis could go by and look at the van. We need to do a 
cost analysis. 

 

Changing building security codes: It has been a long time since the security codes have been changed. Also 
the door ‘buzzer’ needs to be moved from Pastor Ryan’s office to Karen’s office so she can see who is at the 
door and let them in without having to go to the door. And also discussed was installing buzzer in financial 
office as an aid to Karen. Also there may be a cell phone APP that Karen can put on her phone for when she is 
upstairs or otherwise away from her desk. 

*From Eric Griggs to Everyone:  11:39 AM: “I'm having computer issues. Shirley has instructions from when 
she ran the CDC. We don't need to hire anyone to change the codes. I can send the instructions to Karen.” 

 

Security cameras additions: Select Tech did do a look-around and gave us a quote (before the COVID issue 
arose) to add more cameras in our cloister/airlock area as well as Heritage Hall. Mickey Barnett will contact 
Select Tech regarding both issues. 

 

Cemetery/Columbarium Committee: the need to have a focus group for these two areas regarding regular 
clean-up and maintenance. It just needs to be a few members who can take turns doing a walk-around         
regularly to pick up trash at least, also to report to the church office when maintenance or vandalism issues 
arise. Chris will write an article for newsletter regarding this topic, asking for people who are interested in 
helping with this area to contact Chris Frye. Teresa Bazzle will create a sign as well, for the cemetery clean-up 
issue. 

 

Pressure washing outside: Libby has obtained a quote from First Impressions Pressure Washing for $1629.00 
to pressure-wash the columbarium area and the front of the building, which includes pre-treating the concrete. 
His work is guaranteed. Mickey said the church normally  gets 3 quotes for work we are having done. Libby 
suggested that we discuss/vote via email when quotes are in hand without having to wait until next month’s 
meeting. 

 

Narthex-sanctuary viewing window: suggestion has been made to have a large “viewing” window installed 
in Narthex for viewing of the sanctuary during services. This could also be an added security enhancement. 
Council is in agreement to obtain cost quotes for this project. 

 

Next council meeting: June council meeting will be held in person in Heritage Hall, June 20, 2021, 11am. 

 

And a quote passed along from Pastor Ryan regarding our ‘reopening of inside services’: 

"Don't waste this opportunity moving back to the church as it used to be. Move forward to the church God is 
calling us to become." - Pastor Jeff Linman 

 

Respectfully submitted by Pam Sigmon 

 

 

 



 

 OFFERINGS 
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Financial Update at a glance: March May April 

Month to date giving $25,611.96 $23,171.00 $34,884.55 

Monthly budgeted amount: $36,000.00 $34,000.00 $34,000.00 

Cash Basis: Apr 25 May 2 May 9 May 16  

Total General Offerings $8,201.00 $8,102.50 $10,079.00 $4,989.50  

Budgeted amount needed weekly  

Designated Funds:      

World Hunger $110.00  $220.00 $110.00  

Hospitality  $200.00    

Micah’s Cupboard   $500.00 $10.00  

Quilting Fund  $310.00  $10.00  

Pastor’s discr fund      

Cemetery fund      

Evangelism/Outreach/School   $10.00    

Highways & Hedges      

Youth fund  $45.00    

Soup Kitchen $290.00 $60.00  $50.00  

Operation Christmas Shoebox    $10.00  

CCM  $290.00     

Use of building      

TOTAL DESIGNATED FUNDS $690.00 $625.00 $770.00 $190.00  

Reserve - Repairs & Maintenance  $40.00 $25.00 $340.00 $100.00  

April  2020  Treasurer ’ s  REPORT  

Total income for April 2021 was $43,301, the budget amount was $34,000, and March 2020 was $49,611.  
Total expenses were $33,655 compared with a budget amount of $33,574.  For the month, income        
exceeded expenses income by $9,645.     

Income for four-month period ending April 30, 2021 was $133,987, compared with the prior year period 
of $156,260.  Expenses were $116,539 for this period in 2021, compared with the prior year of $122,894.  
For the four-month period, income exceeded expenses by $17,447. 

Gerald Burke 

Treasurer 
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Mt. Olive Members in  

Assisted Living or Nursing Facilities: 

Heritage Care  
John Beatty 

Trinity Village, Springs Road: 
Edna Punch 
Lyn Stilley 

Clyde & Sarah Hull 

Brookdale Assisted Living Falling Creek 
Gwen Kingsley 

Catawba Valley Living at Rock Barn: 
Maxine Kirchin 

Grace Ridge 
Jennie Bost 

We are proud of our Mt. Olive members who 
are continuing their education post high school.   
Please remember to keep them in your  
prayers. 

Emma Barger, Darrius Adam Barger, Ben  
Bazzle, Brittany Collins, Matt Cook, Keely 
Horton, Whitney Horton,  Derek Moose, Halee 
Ormand, Markus Pope, Daniel Richter, Kayla 
Seabock, Paige Shook, Jenna Waters, Katie 
Tice, Caleb Hedgepeth, Meadow Frye, Leaci 
Brice. 

Prayer List for Members of Mt. Olive 

Esther Armstrong 
Margaret Barger 
Jennie Bost 
Chris Brookshire 
Brad, Meredith, and 
Owen Elder   
Nina Fullwood   
Mary Gregory 
Eugene Helton 
Jeanette Huffman 
Linda Huffman 
Gwen Kingsley 
Terry Laxton 
K.C. Setzer 
Tom Rhea Jr. 
Tom East 
Van Seabock  
John Beatty  
Sarah Garren Taylor  
Michael Bock 
Loretta Stephenson 
Miya Teague 
Henry & Thelma Jarvis 
Herman Price 
Todd Propst 
Georgia Collins 

Clyde & Sarah Hull 
Lynette Stilley 
Sylvia Whisnant 
Chip Drum 
Karen Pruett 
Gail Welch 
Becky Psioda 
Wayne Hefner 
Rosa & Ronnie Owens 
Carolyn Sigmon 
Tony & Diane  
Shacklady 
Kathy Starr 
Jan Hefner 
Raelyn Anthony 
 

Our Family and Friends 

Wayne Austin, friend of Penny & Tim Lineberger 
Shirley Baker, friend of Kathy Starr 
Anne Barnes, friend of Susy Morrison 
Robert Beard, friend of Jimmy Seabock 
Kim Birtwistle, friend of Pam Sigmon 
Margie Black, friend of Penny Lineberger 
David Bolick, friend of John & Kathie Hegert 
Belinda Borzich, friend of Darin & Karen Shook 
Barbara Boudreaux, daughter of McCrorie’s 
Bill Canata, friend of McCrorie’s 
Barbara Van Cleave, cousin of McCrorie’s 
April Colbert, niece of Van & Debbie Seabock 
Frances Cranford, friend of Eva Helton 
Bill Field, family of June Field 
Louise Foster, mother of Paulette Church 
Misti Fuller, granddaughter of Mary Gregory 
Joyce Garrett, friend of June Field 
Deborah Gleaton, friend of Amanda Truett 
James & Cathy Grant, friend of Rick and Debbie Carmack 
Bobbie, Christopher, Jada, and Jason Halle 
David Harwood, friend of Hank & Bernice McCrorie 
Mary Howell, friend of Teresa Bazzle 
Peggy Hollar, mother of Scott Hollar 
Kathy Holmes, friend of June Field 
Mona Hughes, sister of June Field 
Michael Hutchinson, friend of McCrorie’s 
Sue Johnson, friend of Pat Neill 
Sandy Kauk, friend of Chris & Brenda Bass 
Chelsea Larkin, friend of Josh & Courtney Goble 
Gregory Larochelle 
Lindsay Kate LeZotte, friend of Becky Anthony 
Sandy Mangum, friend of Van & Debbie Seabock 
Tom McCarthy, brother-in-law of Ellis Bolick 
Olivia Mason, great niece of Teresa Bazzle 
Shelby Mason, niece of Teresa Bazzle 
Eric Nilsen, brother of Amy Whaley 
Donna Parker, sister of Frances Hallman & Margaret Barger 
Lauren Parlier, Paul Rozzelle & Zeke, friend of Amy Whaley 
Randall Parsons-friend of Tom & Kate Rhea 
Courtney Pearce, granddaughter of Sylvia Whisnant 
Richard Rhea, Tom Rhea’s brother 
Jim Russell, friend of McCrorie’s 
Alton Piester, brother of Elma Jean Beatty 
Terri Brown Robbins, friend of Tom & Kate Rhea 
Amanda Rogers, Jim William’s sister 
Norene Setzer, Cindy Sullivan’s mother 
Courtney Spencer, daughter of Jane Kazelman 
Janet & Buddy Spoon, friend of Carol Tawney 
Jim Starkey & family, friend of Eva Helton 
Cindy Brittain-White & Abby Brittain-daughter in law of Kate 
Rhea and granddaughter 
Ann Widner, friend of Lynn Seabock 
Robert & Kaye Ullman-sister, brother-in-law of Nina Fullwood 
Jack, friend of Lynne Reed 
Raigen, brain surgery 
Tim & Erica, son of Carol Tawney 

 

http://www.assistedliving.com/north-carolina/claremont/catawba-valley-living-at-rock-barn/


 

Staff and church leaders 

Pastor and Teen Ministry:   
The Rev. Ryan T. Ray            
Cell Phone:  828-310-0776                 
Email:  rray001@luthersem.edu 
 
Vicar (Intern) 
Denise Henry 
Cell Phone: 704-706-4894 
Email: mtovicar@gmail.com 
 

 

Organist/Pianist & Choir Director: 
Jenna Waters 
Email:  waters.j@artist.uncsa.edu 
 
 

Parish Administrator: 
Karen Abernathy 
Email:  mtolivelutheran@embarqmail.com 

Congregation President:  Chris Frye 
 

Congregation Vice President:  Eric Griggs 
 

Congregation Council Secretary:  Pam Sigmon 
 

Church Treasurer:  Gerald Burke 
 

Newsletter information Contact:  Karen Abernathy 
Email:  mtolivelutheran@embarqmail.com 
 

Homebound Communion Contact:  Pam Sigmon 
Phone:  828-320-1356 
Email:  jiminy@embarqmail.com 
 

Outreach Team Chairperson:   
Tom Atwater 828-256-8627 
 

Prayer Chain Contacts: 

Karen Birkedal:  828-495-9372 or 828-303-0239 

Frances Hallman:  828-638-1680 
 

Sanctuary Flower Contact:  Penny Lineberger 
Phone:  828-256-6092  
Email:  pen_tim@yahoo.com 
 

Micah’s Cupboard Contact:  
Adeliah Arndt 828-612-9774 
 

WELCA Contact:  
Debbie Carmack 828-320-0525 
 

Hospitality Contact: Pat Neill 828-381-5375 

CONTACT information 

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church 

2780 North Center Street       Hickory, NC  28601 

Phone:  828-324-6198 Fax:   828-324-0292 

Email:  mtolivelutheran@embarqmail.com      Website:  www.mtolutheran.org 

Emergency Contacts information: 

Pastor Ryan:  828-310-0776  

 

 

Online Worship Times: 

Sunday Mornings 

 9:30  am  

Wednesdays 6:00 pm 

 

Office Hours: 

Monday through Thursday 

8:00 am—4:00 pm 

The office is closed on Friday 

Our Mission Statement: 
In response to the love of Jesus Christ, our mission is: 

Believe, Belong, Serve.  God’s Work. Our Hands. 


